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Adults in 309 households in the Orlando, Florida, 
area were surveyed by telephone in a study that investigated the 
public's perceptions about journalists and the media. The subjects 
were asked 20 questions that elicited their knowledge about ownership 
of daily newspapers, including the name of the owner of the local 
daily, as well as their opinions about journalists' ages, educations, 
salaries, family backgrounds, and political and religious beliefs. 
Other questions dealt with journalists' performances, other trends in 
the field, and respondents' attitudes toward the media. Findings 
indicated that a majority of the respondents realized that most 
journalists come from middle-class families, have a college degree, 
and are well educated. Large numbers indicated that they knew that 
journalists tend to be liberal and mobile, but also thought 
(erroneously) that journalists' religious beliefs are similar to 
those of other Americans, and that journalists are about the same age 
as workers in other professions. The public also thought that 
journalists earn higher salaries than they do. Respondents knew that 
most newspapers are owned by large corporations, but only 18.8% knew 
the name of the owner of the local daily, and only 37.6% realized 
that newspapers enjoy more freedom from government regulations than 
other media. Respondents thought that journalists ere becoming more 
professional, but are not particularly honest while writing about 
political campaigns. Only 53% interviewed indicated that they would 
want their children to become journalists. (Tables of data, 17 
footnotes, and the survey instriunent are appended.) (NKA) 
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Joumallats* Quir6etwl«tie« 



Public t)ftM Niatalum 
About tha M»di« and U.S. Jouxnaliats 

By Frad Fadlar and Bob Savia* 

t 

During tha paat 20 r^ra. mca and aora raaaaxchar* hava atudiad tba 
nation* a joornaliata, Aa a raault. va hava laatnad auch aoxa about 
Joumaliata' ebatactariatieat thair aga, aax, raca, adncation, IneoM, and 
opinion*, for axaapla. 

fawar ra a a archa ra hava atudiad tba public ' a parcaptions of Jouxnaliata. 
Aa a raault, iia do not know wfaatbar any of tha naw infonation baa bam 
cona Mi iicatad to tba public. 

Baeanaa aoat Aaarieana hava no f irat-hand contact with Journaliata, thair 
ataraotypaa any ba ahapad by tha Joumaliata' portrayala on talaviaion and in 
oovlaa. Claarly, tiioaa portrayala ara of tan nagativa. Colomiat Fata 

*Fadlar ia a prof aaaor in tha Oapartaant of Comnicatiot at tha 
Univaraity of Cantral Florida, Orlando^ Davia racantly racaivad 
hia H.A. froa tha dapartaent and vill puraua hia Fh.D. at Stanford. 
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■. » 

Hoiili of tha Il«w York Dally Mww racontly coaplalaod that: "Alrat without 
•xcoptlon, roportors aro prasantad to tha AMrican paopla aa ?rada, bralnlaaa, 
unathical, bullyioc foola. Mala or foMla, thay anarl at ttaair eubjact«> 
imrada privacy, or braak tha lav, vhlla hiding bahind tha firat AMndMnt^.**! 

Puahy Joumaliata aaaa willing to do anything to gat a atory. Talaviaioo 
prograM ahow than praying upon tha aiaf ortuna of othara and twiating aoaka 
dataila to ia^rova thair atoriaa. A 1981 f ila, Abaanca of Mallea. ahomd a 
raportar who hacasa aaxually involvad with a aourca. A 1983 fil»> Ttodar : 
Fira, ahovad a photographar vho bagan to a3pq)athiaa with tha rabala in 
Hiearagua and who poaad a corpaa a rabal lojb!^ ir — ao it appaarad that ha 
waa atiU aliva. Sijiilarly, Tha gyUng w^^m^Am portrayad Sydnay Schanbarg aa 
"an aabitloua, aggraaaiva raportar who bulliaa and brlbaa hia way through 
Ca wh odla." Schanbarg waa alao shown abandoning hia aaalatant in C»bodia.2 

SiaiUr avanta occur in raal Ufa, and sow AMrlcana —mm to baliava 
that thay ara typical of tha way Joumaliata work. Many atiU raaaabar 
Janat Coalf . Tl^ |>^^» raportar who won a Pulitaar Prisa for a atory 

aha fabrlcatad about a young haroin addict. 

Vhat factual data hava raaaarchars gatharad about tha typical Aaarican 
Joumaliat? 

In 1976. Johnatona, Slawaki, and Bowaan found that U.S. nadia vployad 
about 69,500 nawa paopla. Mora than half workad for daily nawapapara; only 
20.a wara in radio and talavUion.3 Johnstona, Slawaki, and Bowun notad 
that nawa paopla entarad tha f laid ralativaly Uta but wara youngar tha 
avaraga AMrican workar, apparaaUy bacauaa thay laft tha fiald ralativaly 
aarly. Tifty-aix parcant wara in thair 20a or 30a. 
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J9Mnialist«' Ch«s«ct«rittlcs - 

JohnatoM. ' Slawskl* ' and BoNaan alto found that Jeuxnalla'ta vara 
coneantratad In tha Morthaaat, and vara prlaar lly whlto aalaa. with adddla- or 
i^par-alddla-claaa baekgroonda. Slghty-aix parcant had attandad oollaga» 
58. 2X had graduatad, and 19,6% had coaplatad acaa graduata work. Bight 
parcant hald a graduata dagraa. Hawa paopla changad Jobs aora oftan than 
tha avaraga Aanrlcan vorkar, and Mobility waa highar in broadcaating than at 
nawapapara. Alao, aan outnuabarad woaan by a ratio of 4 to 1. 

In 1983, Gray and Wilhoit found aora wcaMn, but «.dt aoro ainorltiaa, 
workiag aa joumallata. ?iftyaix parcant of tha Joumalista thay 
Intazviawad vara aarriad, 55Z hald a collaga dagraa, and 47X vara aaployad by 
sawapapara. Thair avaraga aga waa 32.4 Uuvar, Draw, and Vilhoit raportad 
that paopla in broadcaating vara ayan youngar than thair print countaxparta.5 
Thair avaraga aga waa 31.. 

In 1985. tha aadian aalary that daily nawap^Mira paid aaw collaga 
graduataa waa |13,5Z0.6 in 1986, baginning aaUriaa rangad froa $10«316 at 
nawapapara with circulatiena balov 5,000 to $22,984 at nawap^ara with 
circulations abova 250,000. Baginning raportara at papara with cireulatlooa 
undttr 50,000 aamad laaa than baginning achool taachara in aiailar aarkata.7 

Vaavar and Wilhoit found that Joumaliata aamad a aadian aalary of 
$19,000. Thay condudad that Joumaliata* aalariaa had baan aarioualy 
arodad by inflation and cooparad unfavorably with tha aalariaa of othar 
prof aaaionala .8 

Two othar findinga «jre aora ccmtrovarsial. Hovavar, raaaarcbara aaksd 
dlffarant groi^ of jouzn&liata allghtly diffarant (juaationa. 

Scaa critica hava cbargad that Joumaliata ara irrallgioua, yat Gray and 
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WUholt nportad that 9» iwr* ••broucbt In m church."9 in 1985/ ^ j^, 
Anf ^— T1— iatsrvlmd mov than 3.000 Mport«r« and •Alton m^loyd by 
won than 600 n«iMpa|Mrs of aU siaaa to aU parta of tba country. Whan 
aakad about thalr currant baliafa and pcaetlcaa, tha Joumaliata rwrMil«a that 
thay vara only half aa lUtaly a« thair raadars to ba atrongly rallgioua. 
Thay vara twlca aa likaly to practlca no raligloa at all. 10 

Othar critics — aapaeially conaarvativaa — hava chargad that 
joumaliata hava a libaral biaa and acMitiaaa tojact that biaa toto tha nam. 

In 1981, Uchtar and Bothnan found that 5« of tha nation 'a alita 
Joumaliata placad th aa a alvaa to tha laft of cantar politically. Only 19X 
placad tham^lvaa to tAa right of cantar.U Sinilarly, tha l^. An,>i^y t^ ^, 
found that 55X of tha joumalUta a^loyad by navapapara aaid thay vara 
libaral, 26X aaid thay liara KlddU-of-tha-road, and 17X aaid thay vara 
conaanrativa. By co^wriaon, only 24X of tha Joumaliata' raadara daacribad 
thaMalvaa aa libaral, 33X aaid thay vara aiddla-of -tha-road. and 291 aaid 
thayim conaarvatlva. 12 Tha TifittL raapondanta alao a«pr«y,«l Ubaral 

▼iava lAan aakad about apacif ic iaauaa. Mot avan othar eollaga-aducatad 
profaaalMals conaidarad thaMalvaa aa libaral aa joumaliata. 

Incoqaiatantly, fiaavar and Vilholt raportad a dramtic daclina to tha 
numbar of JoumaUata idw claia to ba laft-of -cantar. Bonavas. thair 
quaationa and catagoriaa vara aooMvhat diffarant. About 29X of thair 
raapondaota callad thaMalvaa DMocirata. co^mrad to 45X of tha popolationi 
18.8X eallad tfaaMalvaa B^blieana, coafMrad to 25X of tha public; and 39.12 
callad thanalvaa indapandanta. coapared to 30X of tha imbllc. Daavar and 
Wilhoit « «np l u d ad that Joumaliata vara ahifting toward tha c«itar and amy 
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• • 
from the right. Thsy found no vis ibis swing to ths lsft.l3 

All of tha findings about journalists* political beliafs are subjact to 
misintarpratation. Rasaarchars who vatchad and talkad with Journalists at 
work found that tha Journalists* paraonal political baliafs wars irralavant* 
or virtually so, to tha way thay covarad tha news. Cans axplalns that» '*Tha 
baliafs that actually aaka it Into tha naws are professional values that are 
intrinaic to natural Joumaliss and that Journalists learn on the Job.'^lA 
Sot regardleas of whether Journalists are liberal or not, their personal 
beliefs do not seem to affect their handling of the news. 

?hus» there seen to be soae consensus on most of tha issues. A majority 
of the nation* s Journalists are white males with middle-class backgrcnmds and 
college degrees. The Journalists tend to be younger and more mobile than 
other Americans. However » their salaries are not high. Many — but not all 
of the previous studies also suggest that Journalists are more liberal and 
^.Teligious than other Americans. However, the Journalists* personal 

opinions do not seem to affect their treatment of the news. 

Data about the media themselves are more conclusive. Glearly» the media 
are being concentrated into fewer hands. Only 1,674 dailies are published in 
the United States, and 1,186 about 7i:e are owned by chains. 15 

Similarly, it seems obvious that radio and television stations are subject to 
more government regulations than are newspapers. Also, many Journalists are 
trying to raise the media *s ethical standards. A few newspapers have hired 
ombudsmen, many have adopted codes of ethics, and others are doing a better 
Job of correcting their errors • 16 



Journalists* ChsrActeristlcs 



Mfttbodology 

The authors draw a xandom sample of 833 telephone numbers from a 
diractory for the Orlando, Pla., metropolitan area. Interviewers called the 
numbers during a four-week period in the fall of 1986. Vihen necessary, they 
made two follow-up calls. 

Orlando seemed to be an ideal site for the study. It has became one of 
the nation's leading test markets because, demographically, it is extremely 
representative of the nation. 17 i„ .g^^ people living in Orlando deviate 
les9 than IZ from the U.S. average, In Income, they deviate only 3X. 

Interviewers asked each respondent a total of 20 questions about the 
nation's Journalists and media. For example, the respondents were asked 

whether most dally newspapet^ sre owned by individuals or corporations, and to 
name the owner of the local daily. The Orlando Sentinel . 

The respondents were also asked about journalists' ages, educations, 
salaries, family backgrounds, and political and religious beliefs. 

Other questions asked about journalists' performance and about other 
trends in the field. For exasple, the respondents were asked whether 

Journalists are becoming more honest and professional, and whether Journalists 
are doing a better job of correcting their errors. 

Still other questions probed the respondents' attitudes toward the media. 
The respondents imre asked whether journalists should be licensed, whether 
Journalists seem to know enough about the topics they write about, whether 
Journalists seem to make up some of the stories they write, and whether the 
portrayals of Journalists on telttvislon and In movies seem accurate. 

8 



Journalists* Charactsristics - 7 



Finally, aach raspondant vas askad, *Mould you want your childran to 
bacoM Journalists?" 

Six additional quastions askad for damographic information: tha 
raspondaiits* sax, aga, aducation, and typical nedia usaga. (A copy of the 
, questionnaire is attached to this paper.) 

Baaulta 

The interviewers reached 574 of the 833 households. There vaa no answer 
or the line vas buay at 136 households. The line was disconnected at 107, 
and a nachine ani^ered at 16. The response rate at the 574 households 

actually reached by the intervievers vas 54X (309). Of the non*respondents» 
191 hung up or said they were not interested, 60 said they did not have tlsM, 
8 could not speak English or could not understand the questions, and 6 said 
they were ill. 

Fifty-seven percent of the respondents were feaale. Thirty percent were 
In their 20s or younger » 22. 9Z in their 30s, 14. 8Z in their 40s, 13. 8X in 
their 50s, and 17. 5Z in their 60s or older. The respondents had coopleted an 
average of 13.7 years of school. 

Fifty-one percent said they watched a television newscast 7 d&yin a week. 
The aean was 5.2. Fifty-eight percent said they read a newspaper 7 days a 
week, and the nean was 5.1. Slightly aore than 21Z said they read aore than 
one newspaper each day. When asked to name their second paper, the 
respondents were most likely to mention the Wall Street Journal , followed by 
The New Y ^^^ T4f»ft«. USA TODAY > and a variety of other local dailies and 
weeklies. 

9 
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Aljiost all tha respondants ballavad that journalists ara wall aducatad. 
Ninety-ona percant knew that most of tha people going into Journalism have a 
collage degree. Only AX thought they do not. and 5X did not know or did not 
answer tha question. Fifty-nine percent of the respondents also agreed that 
Journalists are better educated than tha average American. Thirty-aix 
percent said that Journalists have about the same education as othar 
Aaaricans. 2.3X said Journalists' educational levels are lower, and 3X did not 
know. 

Almost 70% of the respondents also realized that Journalists coma from 
ffliddla-dass families. Only 10.5% guessed upper-class, and 9.5X guessed 

working class. Eleven percent did not know. 

Although close, a majority of the respondents did not know that 
Journalists tend to be more liberal than other Americans. Forty-two percent 
said that Journalists are more liberal, but AIX thought that Journalists' 
political beliefs are about the same as other Americans'. Only 6.5X 
considered Journalists more conaervativa. and IIX did not know. 

SimiUrly. only 40X knew that Journalists are more mobile — more likely 
to move from Job to Job - than other Americans. Forty-six percent thought 
that journalists are about the same as other Americans. 72 thought thay move 
leas often, and 7X did not know. 

The respondents weru even more mistaken about Journalists' ages and 
religious beliefs. Only 27. 8X suspected tb*t Journalists tend to be less 
religious than other Americans, and only 20. 5Z knew that they are younger than 
the workers in other fields. Sixty percent of the respondents thought that 
joumaUsts' religious beliefs are similar to othar Americans'. .7% thought 

O 10 
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9 



that Journalista ara aora raligioua, and 11.4% did not know. Similarly, 59X 
thought that Journalists ara about tha same age as tha workars in other 
fields, U.7X said they are older, and 5.5X did not know. (Table I 

suBnarises the public's perceptions of the characteristics of American 
•journalists.) 

The respondents also seemed to think that Journalists are well paid. 
Only 10% said that Journalists are paid less than other Americans. Pifty-two 
percent thought that Journalists are paid about the same amount as other 
Americans, 23.1% said more, and 15.1% did not know. VQien asked to guess how 
much a typical Journalist earns each year, the lowest guess was $10,000 and 
the highest wes $200,000, with a mean of $33,699. Seventy-three respondents 
did not answer the question, most expUinlng that they "had no idea." 

What do people know about the media themselves? 

A majority — 54.7% understand that most daily newspapers are owned by 
large corporations rather than by individuals or families. Thirty-six 
percent said that newspapers* ownership is about evenly divided between 
corporations and families, and 5.7% said that most daily newspapers are owned 
by families or private individuals. Four percent did not know. 

However, fewer than 1 out of 5 (18.8%) were able to name the owner of the 
local daily. The Orlando Sentinel . 

Similarly, a minority (37.6%) knew that newspapers enjoy more freedom 
from government regulations than radio and television. Pifty-one percent of 
the respondents thought that all the media enjoy the same degree of freedom. 
7.4% tiwught that the broadcast media enjoy more freedom, and 4.4% did not 
know. 
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Thus, a aajority of tha raspondants vara right on no aora than half of 
tha Bora factual or objactiva of tha 20 questions. Many also saaaad to ba 
vrong about tha reaaining questions — the questions about trends in 
Joumalisa. 

Most of tha respondents agreed that the aedia are i^roving. Fifty-one 
percent said that, during the last 25 years. Journalists have bacoaw note 
professional. By conparison, 22. 5X said that Journalists' level t»f 

professionalisB haa declined, 19. 8X said that it has reaained unchanged, and 

6. 42 did not know. 

Pifty-three percent aaid the aedia are doing a better Job of correcting 
their errors. However, 28. 5X said the nedU's correction of errors has not 
changed during the past 25 years, 12. IX said the aedia are doing a worse Job, 
and 6.4Z did not know. 

Fifty-eight percent of the respondents also agreed that Journalists know 
enough about the topics they write about. But almost 30X said they do not, 
and 12. 4X had no answer. Sinilarly, a aajority — 51X — disagreed with the 
stateaont that Journalists "aaka up sooe of the stories they report." But a 
slsable minority — 42. 6X — agreed with the stateaent, and 6.4X did not know. 

The respondents were aore skeptic*! of Journalists' coverage of political 
caapaigns. Only 35. 9X said that, during the last 25 years. Journalists have 
becoae aore honest while writing about politicians and political caapaigns. 
Thirty-four percent said that Journalists • honesty is unchanged and 22. IX said 
that Journalists have became aore dishonest. Eight percent did not know. 
(Table II sunurises the public's perceptions of the p fotmance of Aaerican 
Joumallats.) 
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Despite their occasional crltlclsu of the media, the respondents do not 
wjifit the government to test and license Journalists. Seventy-six percent 
opposed the Idea, 19. IZ favored It, and 4.7Z did not respond. 

Slzty-f Ive percent added that the portrayals of journalists In movies and 
. on television are often mistaken. Twenty-five percent think that Journalists* 
portrayals are accurate, and 10.12 did not know. 

When asked if they would want their own children to become journalists, 
53X said "yes" or "if that's what they want to do." Twenty-five percent did 
not answer or know, and 22.1Z said "no." 

Why? Respondents who would approve of the career for their children 
usually explained that a journalist's work is creative, interesting, 
stimulating, varied^ honorable, and respected. Some respondent's hoped that 
it woi:dd give their children an opportunity to expand their knowledge --to 
learn more about life first-hand and to travel around the world. 

However, more than a dozen respondents qualified their answer. They 
would want their children to become Journalists — but only if their children 
could remain honest. 

Respondents who do not want their children to become journalists fear 
that the job would corrupt their honesty or require dangerotis foreign travel. 
Other respondents coo^lalned that the work is too coD^etitive, stressful. 
Insecure, and unstable, with low salaries and little time left for families 
and other personal relationships. The respondents would not want their 
children exposed to an apparently hard, dangerous job with low pay, long 
hours, and little public respect. 

The respondents' answers to several of the qtiestions seemed related to 
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thair usa of the oadia. 

An analysis of variance revealed significant differences in readers' 
knowledge of who owns The Orlando Sentinel r(4, 273) - 5.94, £ < .0001. 
Probing by the Tukey method showed that respondents who rc^d three newspapers 
are nore likely than respondents who read one or two newspapers to know who 
owns the paper (£ ^.05). An analysis of variance also yielded significant 
differences by age F(4, 238) - 4.00, £ <.005. Respondents in their 30s and 
60s and older were more likely than respondents in their 20s to know who owned 
The Orlando Sentinel (£ < .05). 

An analysis of variance also revealed significant differences in the 
respondents* desire to have their children become Journalists 7(7 , 288) - 
2.34» £ < .05. Respondents who watch a television newscast seven days a 

week are less likely than those who watch five days a week to want their 
children to become Journalists (£ ^.05). 

An analysis of variance showed significant differences in the 
respondents* ages and belief that Journalists know enough about the topics 
they write about F(4. 288) - 3.11. £ < .05. Respondents in their 20s or 
younger were more likely than the respondents in their 50s to think that 
Journalists know enough about the topics they write about (r^ <.05). 
However » respondents in their 20s or younger %mre also more likely than 
respondents in their 40s and older to think that Journalists should be tested 
and licensed P(4,288) - 5.27. £ < .005. (£ < .05). Mean responses were 

linisar. A Pearson-product-moment correlation yielded a significant negative 
relationship (r - -.24, £ <.001). 

Finally, an analysis of variance yielded significant differences in the 
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raspondents* ages and bellaf that tba portrayals of journalists In novlas and 
on television are accurate F(4, 288) ■ 7.02» £ < .0001. Respondents in 

their 20s vere more likely than the respondents In any other age group to 
think that the portrayals of Journalists In movies and on television are 
accurate (£ ^ .05). Although mean responses vere not cooipletely linear » a 
Pearson*product*moment correlation yielded a significant negative relationship 
(r » -.25. 2 <.001). 

Thus, the public* s stereotypes of journalists often som to be mistaken 
(and negative). Those stereotypes may contribute to some of the problems 
that confront the medla» including an apparent decline in their credibility. 

The public seems to be most suspicious of journalists* honesty. For 
exaiiq[>le: 42. 6Z of the respondents thought that journalists make up some of 
the stories they report. Other respondents said that journalists have 

failed to beccmie more honest in their coverage of politicians and political 
campaigns. Similar ly» some parents do not want their children to becone 
journalists because they fear that their children would become dishonest. 
Much of the misunderstanding seems to arise because Americans think that 
journalists* personal opinions affect their coverage of the news — that 
journalists slant the news* especially political news. 

Other professions are also portrayed and perceived unfavorably: 
lawyers » soldiers » and union leaders* for example. But journalists are in a 
better position to correct the problem to describe themselves > their 
employees, and the efforts tliey are making to ii^rove. It seems ironic that 
the media, which describe so many other institutions, seem to be doing such a 
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poor Job of describing theaselves. 

Previous studies have described the characteristics of American nevs 
people. They shov that a aajority of the nation's Journalists are vhite 

males with middle-class backgrounds and college degrees. The Journalists tend 
to be younger and more mobile than other Americans. Bovever, their salaries 
are not high. Journalists also seem to be more liberal and irreligious^ yet 
their personal opinions rarely affect their treatment of the nevsu 

When asked about the Journalists' characteristics, a majority of this 
study's 309 respondents realised that most have a college degree and are 
better educated than the average American. A majority also knew that 
Journalists come from middle-class families. Large numbers — but not a 

majority — knev that Journalists tend to be liberal and mobile. Bovever, 
60Z thought that Journalists' religious beliefs are similar to other 
Americans' » and 59Z thought that Journalists are about the same age as the 
irarkers in other professions. The public also thought that Journalists earn 
an average of $33,699 annually. 

Similarly, the respondents knew that most daily newspapers are owned by 
large corporations rather than by individuals. But only 18. 8X were able to 
name the owner of the local daily, and only 37.6% knew that newsp^rs enjoy 
more freedom from government regulations than do radio and television. 

The respondents thought that Journalists are becoming more professional, 
and that the media are doing a better Job of correcting their errors. But 
only 35. 9Z agreed that» during the last 25 years. Journalists have become more 
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hoiMst Whilft writing about politicians and political caa^itns. 

Because of their negative perceptions of the aedU and U.S. journalists, 
only 53X of the respondents vould want their children to becoae Journalists. 
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Ti»b^e I 

Perceptions Of The Ration's Journalists 



Question 


Response Catesfory 


N 


PereentaKe 


I» Folxtlcal viewpoints 


More conservative 


20 


6.5 




More liberal 


129 


41.7 




SaiM 


XZD 






Don't know/ no answer 


34 


11.0 


2. Age 


Younger 


63 


20.5 




Older 


45 


14.7 








^o O 

^7e J 




Don't know/ no answer 


17 


5.5 


rajBxxy DACKgrounQp 


Working-*clas8 


29 


9.5 




Middle-class 


211 


69.4 




Upper-^lass 


32 






Don't know/no answer 


32 


10.5 




Move more 


120 


39.9 




Move less 


21 


7.0 




Same 








Don't know/no answer 


21 


7.0 


5. Keligious beliefs 


More religious 


2 


.7 




Less religious 


83 


27.8 




Same 


1 ftn 
xou 


OU. Z 




Don't know/no answer 


34 


11.4 


Of Educational achievements 


More educated 


175 


58.5 




Less educated 


7 


2.3 




Same 


108 


36.1 




Don't know/ no answer 


9 


3.0 


7. Salaries 


Paid more 


69 


23.1 




Paid less 


30 


10.0 




Same 


155 


51.8 




Don't know/no answer 


45 


15.1 
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Table II 



Perceptions Of Journalists' Performance 



Question 



Response Category 



N 



Percentai^e 



Change in professionallsa 



Change In correction of errors 



Honesty In political coverage 



Knovledge of topics 



Fictionalizing 



Media portrayals are accurate 



More professional 




^1 1 
ji. • J 


Less professional 


67 


22.5 


Same 


59 


19.8 


Don't knov/no ansver 


19 


6.4 


Better Job 


158 


53.0 


Worse Job 


36 


12.1 


Saoe 


85 


28.5 


Don't knov/no ansver 


19 


O. H 


More honest 


107 


35.9 


Less honest 


66 


22.1 


Saae 


102 


34.2 


Don't knov/no ansver 


23 


1.1 


Knov enough about them 


172 


51.1 


Do not knov enough 


89 


29.9 


Don't knov/no ansver 


37 


12.4 


Make up stories 


127 


42.6 


Do not make up stories 


152 


51.0 


Don't knov/no ansver 


19 


6.4 


Are accurate 


75 


25,2 


Are Inaccurate 


193 


64.8 


Don't knov/no ansver 


30 


10.1 
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PboM nombar: 

Completed lat call: Second c*ll: Third call: None: 

Reason call not coapleted: 



INTRODUCTION: I 'a a graduate student at the University of Central Florida, and 
we re conducting a poll about Journalism. We would like to know your opinion 
about Che aedla. It*ll take Just a few ninutes. 

Section I 

1. Politically, do you think that Journalists tend to be more conservative than other 
Aaericans, more liberal, or about the sane? 

More conservative More liberal Same Don't know/no answer/other 

2. Do you think that Journalists tend to be younger. than the workers in other fields, 
older, or about the same? 

Younger Older Same DK/NA/0 

3. Do you think that most Journalists come from working-class families, from 
middle-class families, or from upper-class families? 

Working-clags Middle-class Upper-class DK/NA/0 

4. Do you think that Journalists move from Job to Job — and from city to city — 
more than other Americans, less than other Americans, or about the same' 

More Less Same DK/NA/0 

5. Do you think that Journalists tend to be more religious than other Americans, 
less religious, or about the same? 

More Less Same DK/NA/0 

6. Do you think that Journalists are better educated than other Americans, less 
well educated, or about the same? 

More Less Same DR/NA/0 

7. Do you think that Journalists are paid more than other Americans, less than 
other Americans, or about the same? 

More Less Same DK/NA/0 

8. Do you thtok Chat mo&t of the daily newspapers published in the United States today 
are owned by private individuals, by large corporations, or about half and half? 

Private individuals Large corporations Half /half DK/NA/0 

9. Do you think that newspapers enjoy more freedom from government regulations 
than radio and television stations, less freedom, or about the same? 

More Less Same DK/NA/0 

10. Do you think that Journalists have become more professional than they were 25 
years ago, less professional, or about the same? 

More Less Same DK/NA/0 

11. Do you think that the news media are doing a better Job of correcting their 
errors than they did 25 years ago, a worse Job, or about the same? 

Better Worse Same DK/NA/0 

12. During the last 25 years, do you think that Journalists have become more honest 
when they write about politicians and political campaigns, less honest, or about 
tne same? 
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More Less Same DK/NA/0 
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13. Do you think that aoat of tha peopJe going into the field of Journalla. today 
have graduated from college, or not? ^ 

Y«fl No DK/NA/0 

14. Do you think that the people who want to become journalists should be tested 
and licensed by the state or federal govemaent, or not? 

Yes No DK/HA/0 

15. Do yo«^tWnk that journalists know enough about the topics they write about? 

16. Do you think that the portrayals of journalists in movies, and on television, 
are accurate, or not? *«».twu. 

Yes No DK/NA/0 

17. Do you think that reporters make up some of the stories they report? 

Yes No DK/NA/0 

18. Do you happen to know wt^ owns The Orlando Sentiael? 



il^l^^A ""^^ ^° y°» ^^^"^ * tyPi"! American journalist 

is paid each year? (This includes both broadcasters and newspaper people.) 



20. Would you want your children to become journalists? Why? 



Section II 

1. Sex: male female 

2. During a typical week, about how many days do you watch a TV newscast 

3. During a typical week, about how many days do you read a newspaper? 



4. Do you happen to read more than one newspaper? 1 2 3 4 5 or more 

5. What was the last year or grade of education you completed? 



6. Finally, could you teU us in which category your age falls' 
A. 20s or younger D. SOs 

5* E. 608 or older 

F. No answer/other 

Section III 

back'^^riwi'^igO^^T '° °' '"""""^ '^"^ ^P""' '""^ 
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